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course impossible to say, but there is a probability that they
will become very important as the difficulties which have
arisen in North America, Canada, and Australasia are not
likely to arise, at least to the same extent, in South America.
A short time ago the President of a Japanese Colonisation
Society made a tour of observation through South America,
and on his return he reported that Brazil welcomes Japanese
emigrants. One reason xvhich was given for this was the
growing ascendency of the German people in the land, and
the statesmen of Brazil are looking for some force to counter-
act it At first they had some confidence in the Italians,
who are next in numbers to the Germans, but they soon saw
that the Italians could not be relied upon as a counteracting
force against the Germans. That being the case it was
stated that Brazil is now trying to invite the Japanese to
impede the dominance of the German element. The popu-
lation per square mile in Brazil is only 12.3, while in Japan
it stands at 316. The chief work which at present offers is
in the cultivation of coffee, and the wage is usually one yen
and a half per day, while the cost of living does not exceed
thirty sen per day.

At a recent meeting of the Royal Geographical Society,
Mr. W. S. Barclay read a paper in which he showed that
there was great room for Asiatic emigration in the vacant
lands of South America. Speaking from wide and prolonged
experience of Central South America acquired as a railway
engineer, Mr. Barclay declared that in Brazil indifferent suc-
cess, if not positive failure, has attended all efforts to pro-
mote German, English, Polish, and Italian immigration. The
tide of European immigration now sets towards the Argentine
Republic, which retains a balance of about 200,000 new
settlers annually. But these remain for the most part in the
neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres, or push southwards into
Patagonia. For the settlement of the lands in the other
direction, Mr. Barclay sees no source of supply except the
semi-Slav and Asiatic populations overflowing the Near and
the Far East. Provided Asiatic immigrants are properly